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Jesse W. Fell Memorial Gateway, State Normal University 

Campus. 



Not to many communities is it given to pass through a scene 
that paralleled that at Normal campus on Monday, June 5, 
1916. Not too frequently does a locaUty gather its individuals 
together just for the honor and the memory of one man. 
Usually it is events, crises, measures of great interest that 
call together crowds of the old and thinking people of two 
cities — ^not solely the reverence they bear to the life, charac- 
ter and achievements of one man. 

Not so on this occasion. 

There gathered early in the afternoonj more than 1,500 
people, coming into the campus at the Normal University with 
one name on their lips, one thought, to publicly dedicate a 
gateway that should stand as long as stone lasts, to be an 
inspiration to generations of students, and upon which there 
will live the name of Jesse W. Fell, ^' lover and planter of 
trees." 

The name of Jesse W. Fell has been associated with that of 
Normal and the Normal University as long as either of these 
two have existed. Both held places in the heart of Jesse W. 
Fell ; for both he planned and worked, and whether it was his 
home town, the Normal he had brought into being, or whether 
it was the university and all the big plans that he had for it, 
either had full measure of his love. And so, his name has 
been associated with the town and the school as a part of it. 
Little more than a year ago, a plan was born, through which 
it was to be possible to show in some way appreciation, and 
to show it in a way that he would have enjoyed and which 
should go on with the work of combining into one, the town 
and school as he himself had planned. 

The Woman's Improvement League of Normal, of which 
Mrs. I). C. Smith is president, launched the plan that was here 
shown in its completeness. This association, aided by other 
friends of Mr. Fell, spent time and thought before the achieve- 
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ment was reached. That it should be a gateway connecting 
the town and the school — eminently what he would have liked ; 
that it should be plain, noble in design, thought out by artists, 
executed in the best way — ^was the material end of the plans. 

Just southwest of the gate had been erected a platform, 
which was banked with flowers. About it was a semi-circle 
of seats, and all that had been provided were needed when 
the hour came. Upon the platform were seated the presiding 
officer and the speakers. 

The program had been arranged to include those men who 
knew Jesse W. Fell and that each speaker should tell what 
had come in his direct knowledge of the life of the beloved man. 

Colonel D. C. Smith of Normal was presiding officer and 
music was furnished by the Choral Club of the university. 

The program included : 

President David Felmley of the Normal University— ''The 
Debt the Normal University Owes to Jesse W. Fell/' 

President Edmund J. James of the University of Illinois. 

President John W. Cook of the Northern Illinois Normal 
School at DeKalb — ''Personal Eeminiscences.'' 

Captain J. H. Burnham— "Jesse W. Fell, the Philanthro- 
pist of Mighty Vision. '^ 

Generous extracts from these addresses are included in this 
article. 

President David Felmley was the first speaker. He began 
by tracing the many interests and strong enthusiasms of Mr. 
Fell, and then passed to the man as a lover of nature and its 
meanings. Of this he said : 

"In his boyhood Mr. Fell had as a teacher Joshua Hoopes, 
a famous schoolmaster of Chester County, Pennsylvania, one 
of the best botanists of his day. Jesse Fell was more than a 
pupil. He became a companion of his master, and under him 
developed a lifelong interest in trees and flowers. It was iu 
the early forties that Mr. Fell began to manifest his passion 
for tree planting. A year spent on the open prairie north- 
east of Bloopiington probably hastened the conviction that 
nothing was more necessary to the taming of the prairie than 
to plant it with trees. At first the black locust, with its rapid 
growth and durable wood, finely adapted for fencing, attracted 
his attention. When the borers attacked the young locust 
groves, he tried other trees in our prairie soils — ^hard and soft 
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maples, ash and box elder, American and British elm, linden, 
catalpa, tulip tree, European larch and many evergreens were 
planted in great numbers by him. It is said that 13,000 trees 
had been planted by him along the streets of Normal and in 
the grounds about his residence when there were still hardly 
a dozen houses in the present town. He brought to Bloom- 
ington, Mann, Overman, Phoenix and other men who made 
Bloomington one of the largest nursery centers in the country. 
'^In 18i67 Mr. Fell was appointed the local member of the 
board of education, the position now held by Mr. Capen. He 
at once secured an appropriation of $3,500 from the legisla- 
ture for the proper planting of the campus, a project that had 
always been near his heart. William Saunders, the foremost 
landscape gardener of the day, had been brought on from 
Philadelphia eight years before to make a suitable plan. The 
planting was done under Mr. FelPs personal management, 
many fine trees being transplanted from; his own private 
grounds known as Fell Park. The original plantings in the 
campus included almost every species that would flourish in 
this soil and climate. After the losses incident to storm and 
sleet, the ravages of borers and to the removal of trees to 
make way for new buildings, we still had in 1901, 940 trees of 
forty-one species. The great storm of June 10, 1902, destroyed 
many of these, but later plantings have more than replaced 
the losses in numbers and variety. 

^'In summing up the services of Jesse W. Fell to the Normal 
University, we do not forget that the best part of it has not 
yet been told. In viewing this memorial that his friends have 
erected, we are not unmindful that its highest values are not 
those of the mason or of the brass founder, nor are they to 
be found in the taste and skill of the architect who planned 
the work, or of the artists who have designed the bronzes. 
They are to be found in the character of the man whose name 
this memorial bears and whose services it commemorates. 

^^But Jesse Fell was not merely great in the excellence of 
his character, in his honesty, his unseLfishness, his kind 
heartedness, his patriotism, as abstract qualities ; he was pre- 
eminently a man of action. We honor him for what he did, 
both for the kind of enterprises he undertook and the spirit 
in which he wrought. Mr. Fell had faith in the future. He 
saw the great city of Bloomington in the straggling, unkempt 
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country village of eighty years ago; he saw in Normal the 
seat of a great educational institution; he saw in Illinois a 
real empire state, great in its natural resources, greater still 
in intellectual and moral worth, and he shaped his life in 
accordance with these visions. Some men called him vision- 
ary. Like all other seers, he merely lived in advance of his 
generation. His only mistakes seemed to have been in under- 
estimating the amount of time needed for the realization of 
his hopes. 

'*The greatest indebtedness of the Nogmal University to 
Jesse Fell is the example of his life, his character and his 
worth. It is difficult to summarize in a few words the charac- 
ter of Jesse W. Fell. I have read the estimates placed upon 
him by more than a score of his contemporaries, the men who 
knew him well and were abundantly able to set fourth their 
estimate of his character. They all testify to his superlative 
worth as a man and as a citizen. Yet it seems that no two 
have viewed his life from the same angle, nor have caught 
the same radiant light from the soul within. His most con- 
spicuous quality seems to have been his energy. While other 
men thought and planned and talked, Jesse Fell brought to 
pass. He possessed a geniusi for accomplishment, tireless 
energy, undaunted courage, and a persistence that was rarely 
unsuccessful. He was a born leader, skillful to plan, to organ- 
ize, to enlist aid and sympathy, to convince and persuade, to 
subdue opposition, to kindle in others the flame of his own 
enthusiasm. He was a born advocate, skillful yet fair to his 
opponents, more anxious to persuade them than to overwhelm 
them. 

*' Others who knew him personally will speak at length of 
his personal characteristics. For me, it is enough to say in 
closing that this memorial has been erected in order that we 
may show to our children and to our children's children the 
type of man that we delight to honor, the citizen of whom we 
are justly proud.'' 

PBESmBNT JAMES ' ADDRESS. 

President Edmund J. James of the University of Illinois 
was not able to be present, but he prepared and sent a paper 
in which there were many references to incidents that might 
have passed by others. The paper was read by Prof. C. Wool- 
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bert of the University of Illinois. It was in part as follows : 

** Fellow Citizens: It was a little over fifty-three years ago 
that I first saw Jesse W. Fell, It was on occasion of a visit 
of my parents to the Illinois State Normal University who, in 
lookmg for a place to buy a farm and settle down perma- 
nently, as they expressed it, were especially concerned about 
the schools of the neighborhood. They had examined one or 
two farms north of Normal and were making a special visit 
to the Normal school to see whether the educational facilities 
offered there seemed to meet their desires as to the opportuni- 
ties for their children. I was tagging as a lad eight years 
old after my mother as she went into the primary room, then 
conducted by Miss Hammond, who afterwards became the 
wife of ,W. L. Pillsbury. As we came out on the porch on the 
south side of the Normal University building. Dr. Edwards, 
who was kindly showing us about, stretched his arm out in a 
sweeping way toward the south campus and said : *The trees 
you see here have all been planted by the Honorable Jesse 
W. Fell. And there he is now, planting still others,' he said 
as he pointed toward a man superintending the planting of 
certain shrubs or small trees. ^He is sometimes called,' Dr. 
Edwards remarked to my mother, 'Jesse, the tree planter.' 

*'My parents purchased a farm immediately north of 
Normal, where for ten years I lived, and from which for six 
years I trudged back and forth to school. Mr. Fell was a 
favorite of mine, as he was of all the children, so far as I 
Imow. He was kind to us and let us play without disturbance 
wherever he was working, provided we did not interfere too 
much with the progress of the work, and sometimes, I think, 
even when we did. I remember my mother's saying once that 
Mr. Fell was a real public benefactor, and I wondered what 
that was, and asked her what she meant. *A public bene- 
factor,' she said, 'is a man who is doing things for the benefit 
of other people all the while, and especially for the benefit of 
the community in which he is living.' 

'*I think there could be few better descriptions of Mr. Fell 
and his work than this. 

''I should like to emphasize on this occasion the service 
which this community is rendering to itself by this formal 
recognition of the great work which Mr. Fell did for it and 
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for the successive generations which will make up this com- 
munity in all the years to come. 

**Now, the process of civilization is not by any means an 
easy one, and every higher dviUzation is brought forth in 
pain and tears, and the human race tends steadily to fall 
behind unless efforts are continually put forth which involve 
blood ajid sweat. History has shown that in nearly every 
country and in nearly every time this work of standing, in 
season and out of season, for the forces which make for the 
uplift of the community, this standing for the right against 
the wrong, for the light against the darkness, for freedom 
against slavery, for justice over against injustice, for equal 
opportunity for all over against monopoly and slavery, has 
been the privilege and the burden of comparatively few mem- 
bers of the community — those men whom we call leaders, those 
men to whose call to advance we respond, those on whose 
leadership we recognize and follow. 

^* Jesse W. Fell was one of these men, and this community, 
thanks to his leadership and men like him, thanks to the orig- 
inal constitution of the community, made up of many different 
elements from many different parts of the country, has moved 
forward steadily to an ever completer life as one of these 
fundamental cells of national existence. 

^*I am greatly pleased to see that this community recognizes 
the great significance of an event like this — namely, the erec- 
tion of a memorial in honor of the men who have done things 
worth while in the community, especially in honor of the men 
who saw the best things that were possible to the community 
and stirred up and spurred it on to realize these best things. 
It was not merely the work Mr. Fell did himself directly in 
planting these trees, in urging the improvement of the schools, 
in bringing one after another of the public agencies into more 
efficient action, but it was his work in stimulating other people 
to emulate his example. And one of the evidences that you 
have done this is not only to be seen in the external evidences 
which we can see around us in improved schools, in paved 
streets, in improved water supply, and in enlarged and im- 
proved churches, in adequate drainage, etc., etc., but one sees 
it also in this willingness to acknowledge an indebtedness to 
the men who are wise enough to lead such enterprises. 
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*^I have often said to members of the Illinois Legislature 
when presenting to it the claims for the support of the insti- 
tution which I have the honor to represent here today, that 
the people of Illinois have vested for the time being in them 
the trusteeship for determining the level upon which the com- 
munity shall move. 

*^In other words, the member of a legislature, the member 
of a city council, the member of a board of trustees, should 
be a projector. He should have visions, and those should be 
visions of the higher life of the community and the higher 
level upon which the community may walk, and the funda- 
mental purpose of his trusteeship is that he shall help the 
community up to those higher levels and hold it steadily and 
true to its higher levels. This was the work as Mr. Fell con- 
ceived it, and to which he gave unsparing industry and abso- 
lute devotion, and because you recognize that end, because 
you recognize, even though unconsciously, in large part, that 
somehow or other this is your interest projected in this large 
way to this seer and prophet, you are willing to honor him 
by this beautiful memorial. He cares nothing about it, of 
course. His family in a few years will care nothing about it. 
It will not be long until everyone will have passed away who 
ever saw Mr. Fell, or who ever saw anybody who ever saw 
him, or spoke to him, and the personal element will disappear 
as the years go on, but this monument will ever stand here 
to remind the boys and girls of this community, as they play 
about its foundations —the men and women who pass by — 
that here was a man who deserved well of his community; and 
they will be led by the existence of this monument to ask what 
he did and why and how, and the story will ever again be told 
to bring new inspiration and new life into each succeeding 
generation. 

^^ Monuments of this sort are erected not to flatter living 
men, but to call the attention of the boys and girls of each 
successive generation to the things that are most worth while 
in the lives of the members of their own community ; to the 
things that men will be most grateful for ; to the things upon 
which the community will lay the most weight; to the things 
that men will think about after one has passed out. 

** Monuments of this sort help us to teach in a concrete and 
direct way to our children what are the really worth while 
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things in the development of a community and a nation, and 
so I have always been in favor of seeing them erected in honor 
of men who have done really great and useful things. It is 
an honor to Mr. Fell that the people of this generation ; that 
you, standing about here, few of whom knew him personally, 
few of whom could really have had any conception of the 
largeness of the man's mind and activities, erect this monu- 
ment to him. It is a much more significant, much more hope- 
ful, and to my mind much more useful service which this 
memorial will do by virtue of the fact that it is an honor to 
the conununity which has raised it, for you honor yourselves 
far more than you honor him in the events of this day. 

^^From the contemplation of this gateway, let the little boy 
and girl learn the humble lesson of picldng up the papers and 
other rubbish which are flying over the streets, which they 
perhaps have themselves thrown there. Let the citizen living 
in a humble cottage with a few square feet about it realize that 
as he keeps that lot, as he improves that lot, he is doing a duty 
by his community and by his fellowmen that will help raise 
the standard of life in the community as a whole. Let every 
man of influence and power and wealth and resources in the 
community recognize that it is a part of his business to work 
to inaprove these conditions under which the life of this com- 
munity must be carried on ; that it is a part of his business 
to see that the schools are improved, that the churches are 
supported, that the public institutions of all kinds are made 
as eflScient for their purpose as they can possibly be made. 
Let the member of the city council have borne in upon him 
the conviction that a public office is a public trust, and that 
the man who violates in any way the interest of the community 
for any purpose whatever, whether it is in violation of the 
law or not, is a scoundrel, is an unworthy citizen, one who 
ought not to walk in the shadow or come into the same street 
where a monument has been erected to such a man as Jesse 
W. Fell. With such a spirit, with such a life, we may be sure 
that this primal cell of our great republic can give an example 
in its local health which all other similar cells of the nation 
might follow.'' 

President John W. Cook of the Northern Illinois Normal 
School spoke at length on matters which he had known and 
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seen during his personal observations of Jesse W. Fell. He 
said, in part: 

** Memorial structures are the efforts of a grateful people 
to celebrate in imperishable material the virtues of those who 
have wrought well for their kind. They are an endeavor to 
keep active and beneficent in the lives of men those wholesome 
and regenerating principles that were the springs of action 
of the characters in whose honor and whose memory they are 
erected. 

^*We are met here today to give meaning to this graceful 
entrance to these beautiful grounds. If the words we shall 
say could, by some art of the magician, be an open book for 
the passerby, its significance would be for th« aspiring and 
sensitive mind an evangel, for we are to tell the story of a 
man whose supreme ambition was to promote justice through- 
out the land. He sought the freedom of the slave from the 
cruel tyranny that gave the lie to our fundamental political 
principle. He championed the cause of freedom and tolera- 
tion in religious belief. He defended the sacred privilege of 
freedom of speech when the cause that he regarded as the 
noblest in the annals of mankind was attacked. He fought 
the battle for the care of the orphan of the man who had given 
his life for his country. He built about the community of his 
love the high wall of protection against the tempting devil of 
drink. He fostered with liberal hand the institutions that 
make for the rule of reason in the world. He fought with 
relentless energy corruption in high places and in all places. 
He sought no public recognition and aspired to no place of 
honor. He was content to fight for the good cause in his own 
way and with no ulterior end to subserve. Such a character is 
rare enough to merit especial recognition and to have dedi- 
cated to his memory a perpetual reminder of his virtues. 

*^ And first of all, I wish to say that I know of no place more 
fitting for his memorial than here. Beside this ever flowing 
and inspiring spring of life, where youth is breaking the seals 
of futurity and forecasting high destiny and striving for its 
ample realization, let an indestructible reminder of his career 
defy the ruthless hand of time. As the years shall come and 
go and the long processions of the young shall pass through 
this noble gateway, let them receive a new and perpetual bap- 
tism of that generous spirit which is aptly characterized by 
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his immortal friend — 'With malice toward none, with charity 
for all. ' And let there be a fitting volume writ in simple phrase * 
that shall tell of him and of his gracious life, and on each re- 
curring birthday of the institution that he did so much to 
found and foster, let his name be spoken so those who go out 
to help to make the new and better commonwealth shall keep 
his spirit in the transforming energy of their lives. 

**You would like to know about his personal appearance. 
He was of medium height, spare of figure, and with a face full 
of intelligence and light. You have become familiar with it 
as it is portrayed by his picture, that hangs in the reception 
room of the main building. He was the most industrious of 
men and Judge Davis declared him to be the most energetic 
man that he had ever known. With this estimate I am in entire 
agreement. Even in his walk there was a slight inclination 
forward, as if he could not keep his body apace with the plans 
which his busy brain was ever organizing. He it was who 
carried out the original plans for the decoration of the cam- 
pus. It was a treeless plain before he began his work upon 
it There could not have been found in all its area a ricfing 
whip for a horseman. He prepared for it by circling the root 
of the superb evergreens with which his home place was 
crowded, and when the clump of solidly attached earth was 
ready for removal he personally superintended the transfer 
of these great trees to the already prepared field. He had 
zealously cultivated it in the precedmg year, so that every- 
thing was in readiness. At this task he worked with more 
physical energy than any of his helpers. I never heard of one 
of the transplanted trees that disappointed him. In conse- 
quence, the campus was transformed in a single year from a 
bare prairie to a place of beauty. 

''Indeed, so intense was his physical activity that he found 
it diflScult in his more advanced life to induce his body to take 
the requisite amount of sustenance to keep the fires burning 
hot enough for his demands, and I recall a conversation in 
which he related his annoyance that the machinery, upon 
which he had been accustomed to rely with such complete con- 
fidence, would not steam in harmony with his expectations. 
And this physical energy was but the concomitant of his men- 
tal energy. He was afire with enthusiasm. He subordinated 
all of his fine endowment to the leadership of his splendid will. 
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And all who came within the range of his influence caught the 
contagious inspiration. Was he a visionary? It never seemed 
so to me, for his large plans, with few exceptions, rounded to 
noble consummation. I am quite convinced that the one dis- 
appointment of his life was the failure of the plan to secure 
at NormfJ the location of the University of Illinois. It has 
always been my understanding that the offer of this county 
far surpassed that of any other. What it was that defeated 
his undertaking I have never learned. I well remember that 
historic contest and the alternating hopes and fears that filled 
the minds of our people. 

**Mr. Fell is aptly described by the familiar phrase, 'a gen- 
tleman of the old school.' By this is meant that he was char- 
acterized by a courtliness of manner quite unusual in these 
less chivalrous days. He was a careful observer of the canons 
of etiquette and employed them in his relations to others with 
strict impartiality. Politeness has been defined as 'the cere- 
monial form in which we celebrate the equality of all men in 
the substance of their humanity.' To be a hmnan being was 
to win his respect and to receive the homage he conceived to 
be due a human being. I have seen him rise in a crowded 
street car and offer his seat to a poor negro woman, with the 
irresistible grace that was his wont. That she was a woman 
was enough to win his recognition as entitled to the conven- 
tional courtesies of polite society. And with him they were 
far from being formal ceremonies, for there was always shin- 
ing through them the knightly spirit of the true cavalier. His 
kindness of heart was always evident, and he was scrupulously 
careful lest he should inflict pain when dealing with the 
humblest. 

**As a writer he was unusually engaging. He had the art 
of speech when his pen was in his hand. When I knew him 
he shrank from public addresses, but earlier in his life he was 
a rapid, terse and forceful speaker. His letters best illus- 
trated his gracefulness of expression. 

'*One cannot but linger fondly over these memories, and 
before turning to other aspects of his rich and varied life I 
must be permitted to quote briefly from his loving friend of 
many years, former President Richard Edwards. In the ad- 
dress which Dr. Edwards delivered at the funeral in Normal 
Hall, he said: *Let me begin by saying that Mr. Fell was an 



332 

honest man. He had so many other high qualities that we are 
in danger of not observing this. * * * He who has been 
through the intensest activities of life, through those scenes 
where selfishness, duplicity, corruption are most apt to have 
full sway, and who has come out of it all with a maiden sen- 
sitiveness to anything like unfairness or dishonesty, deserves 
our esteem. * * * He kept his hand clean and his heart 
pure. He committed no false or foul act. He entertained no 
debasing or unworthy thought. So sensitive was Mr. Fell to 
this principle of rigid honesty that I have known him to insist 
upon making good pecuniary losses sustained by his friends 
through the dishonesty of other men, because he had been the 
means of making the parties acquainted with each other. ' ' 

*^To this testimony of Dr. Edwards I may add that any 
indiscretion on the part of men in public life made hot his 
indignation. He would have none of them henceforth. There 
are men still living in Bloomington who were members of a 
political convention held there on a day almost fifty years ago, 
in which instructions were sought for the county delegation 
to assist in the renomination of a public official. I may add 
that I was the candidate's cordial supporter, as I was during 
his long subsequent official career. Mr. Fell, however, be- 
lieved that he had broken faith with some of his friends and 
opposed him with such vigor that he succeeded in securing the 
adjournment of the convention after a scene that defies de- 
scription. His opposition defeated the desired renomination 
and resulted in the temporary retirement of the candidate 
from public life. Prominent in that historic struggle were a 
few men whose names are household words in this community. 
Their number was small, but under the rallying enthusiasm 
of Mr. Fell their effectiveness was irresistible. 

''In further view of this aspect of Mr. Fell's character, Hon. 
James S. Ewing, at the memorial meeting of the Bloomington 
Bar Association, in an exquisite tribute to his memory, said : 
'It is a good thing to have known one man whose life was 
without spot or blemish; against whose honor no man ever 
spoke; who had no skeleton in his closet; whose life was as 
open as the day, and whose death comes to a whole communitv 
as a personal sorrow.' 

"Similarly, Hon. Joseph W. Fifer: 'Jesse Fell was one of 
the moral heroes. He was the product of our free American in- 
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stitutions, and I am proud that he was an American citizen. 
His pure, manly and unselfish life will help to teach the world 
the only true basis of a lasting thing, which consists in doing 
good and the making of others happy. ' 

**And now that I have tried in these brief minutes to tell 
you something of his personality, you will anticipate his 
family that had been identified with the Society of Friends 
from its origin about the middle of the seventeenth century. 
That he would ally himself with the anti-slavery party was 
thus a foregone conclusion. Like men of his kind, he was an 
ardent admirer of Henry Clay, with whom he became person- 
ally acquainted and whose name he perpetuated in his own 
family by conferring it upon his only son. 

^^ Although bitterly opposed to slavery, Mr. Fell had not 
identified himself actively with the Abolition party. 

'^And now I am going to make a claim for Mr. Fell that I 
have not thus far come upon. I cannot resist the conviction 
that there originated with him an idea that made him an his- 
toric character and thus identified him personally and poten- 
tially with tremendous events that were world wide in their 
consequences. 

**Here are some simple statements whose correctness is 
amply verified by Hon. Owen T. Reeves, Hon. Adlai E. Steven- 
son and Hon. James S. Ewing. 

* * On September 12, 1854, Senator Stephen A. Douglas came 
to Bloomington to make a public address. He stopped at the 
old National Hotel, at the corner of Front and Main streets. 
Lawrence Weldon, then engaged at the practice of law at 
Clinton, came up to hear the speech and went with Mr. Ewing 
and Mr. Stevenson to call upon the Senator. Shortly after, 
Mr. Lincoln, who had probably come up from Springfield for 
the same purpose, came in to pay his respects to the honored 
guest. After a brief conversation Mr. Lincoln withdrew. 
Shortly after, Mr. Fell entered the room and was cordially 
greeted by Judge Douglas, for they were old acquaintances. 
The tide of conversation ran along in the usual way for a 
time, but Mr. Fell had an especial purpose to subserve. He 
therefore said to the judge that there was much feeling over 
the question of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, and that many of 
Mr. Lincoln's friends would be greatly pleased to hear a joint 
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discussion between himself and Mr. Lincoln on these new and 
vital questions that were so vitally interesting the people. 

^^ Judge Douglas seemed much annoyed, and after hesitat- 
ing a moment, said: ^No, I won't do it. I come to Chicago. 
I am met by an old-line Abolitionist. I come to the cen- 
ter of the State and am met by an oldl-line Whig. I go to 
the south end of the State and am met by an administration 
Democrat. I can't hold the Abolitionists responsible for what 
the Whig says; I can't hold the Whigs responsible for what 
the Abolitionists say, and I can't hold either responsible for 
what the Democrats say. It looks like * hogging" a man over 
the State. This is my meeting. The people came here to hear 
me and I want to talk to them.' Mr. Fell said: 'Well, judge, 
perhaps you may be right ; perhaps some other time it may be 
arranged. ' And so it was that Mr. Fell did not carry his point 
for that meeting. 

'^But Mr. Fell did not give up the idea of the joint discus- 
sion. It was his pertinacious following of the scheme that 
gave to the country that memorable series of illuminating 
addresses, unsurpassed in all the annals of debate, in which 
the supreme question, the question of fate, in the forum of a 
nation, was held up to the reason and the consciences of men. 

*'Who doubts for a moment the effect of those debates upon 
the destiny of Abraham Lincoln? 

''I cannot resist the conclusion that this remarkable train 
of sequences logically followed Mr. Fell's resolute purpose, 
as foreshadowed in the brief incident that I have related. 

''But again. After the first debate at Ottawa, Lincoln came 
to Bloomington for a conference with friends from all parts 
of the State. Judge Reeves is responsible for the statement 
that Mr. Fell was present at that conference, as we should 
fully expect. At the Ottawa meeting Judge Douglas had pro- 
pounded to Mr. Lincoln a number of questions to be answered 
at Freeport. Mr. Lincoln told his friends that he should give 
an answer to those questions, and he also told them that he 
proposed to propound certain questions to Judge Douglas at 
that meeting. Among them was this one: 'Can the people of 
a territory, in any legal way, against the consent of any citi- 
zen of the United States, exclude slavery from a territory 
prior to its admission as a state?' 
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*^The members of the conference saw clearly that if Judge 
Douglas should answer this question in the affirmative he 
would certainly be elected to the Senate, for there were many 
Republicans favorably disposed to him because of his attitude 
toward the administration. It was believed that he would so 
answer. Lincoln saw that although such an answer would 
close his hope for the coveted senatorship, the South would 
never nominate so uncertain a candidate in 1860. In conse- 
quence the conference therefore protested against the sub- 
mission of such an interrogative and voted against it with a 
single exception. That exception, I need not say, was Mr. 
Fell. Did his stand in the premises account in any way for 
Lincoln's reply to the conference: * Judge Douglas may in- 
deed defeat me for the Senate, but he will at the same time 
defeat himself for the Presidency in 1860, and that is a far 
greater issue.' 

'* Prophetic words! They were verified to the letter. Did 
Jesse Fell's support of Lincoln's plan fall into the casual 
series again? Who can answer? 

**Did this modest man ever allow himself to trace the con- 
clusions of the successive syllogisms to the final conclusion? 
Dr. Edwards besought him to write a frank and free autobiog- 
raphy and he really began it, but his modesty soon got the 
better of his resolution and he gave it up, declaring that he 
could not bring himself to the task. If he had only been will- 
ing to write a book of ^^Recollections" what revelations we 
might have had! 

*^I said, a few minutes ago, that he championed the cause 
of freedom and toleration in religious matters. This he did 
especially in the part he took in the organization of what 
was long known as the Free Congregational Church of Bloom- 
ington. 

'* Which of two of the major differences that formerly drove 
sharp lines of social cleavage among men arouses the bitterer 
controversies, religion or politics? We of the present know 
little of the implacableness of the hostility wluch formerly 
existed between men who were in separate political camps and 
who affirmed belief in separate religious creeds. 

^^ Imagine, then, the introduction into the institutional life 
of Bloomington of an organization that seemed to be indiffer- 
ent to a body of doctrine that was regarded by the great 
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majority of men and women in the west as indispensable to 
give validity to any rightful claim to the name religious. Such 
a phenomenon appeared in July, 1859. I have not time now 
to trace its history. Of course, the Fells, Jesse and Kersey, 
were there. Let it suffice to say that an organization was 
effected and that Charles G. Ames, predestined to a notable 
career, was called to conduct the Sabbath services of the Free 
Congregational Society. 

^^Of course, Mr. Ames would speak his mind on the slavery 
question. He did so, and some of his parish were so offended 
that they withdrew. But Mr. Ames was incapable of bitter- 
ness. While he preferred that they should stay, he could not 
deprive himself of freedom of speech to retain them, for free- 
dom was the principle upon which the society was founded. 

*^ Before his nomination Mr. Lincoln dined with Mr. Ames. 
The ''Irrepressible Conflict" was thoroughly discussed, Mr. 
Ames taking very advanced grounds. Upon leaving, Mr. Lin- 
coln said : ' I am as strong an anti-slavery man as you are, but 
I recognize some practical difficulties in dealing with it that 
you do not seem to see.' 

''I ani deeply conscious of the need of brevity, but I must 
be permitted to relate a single additional incident in this con- 
nection. One of the successors of Mr. Ames was Mr. Ellis, 
whose pastoral relations were very abruptly discontinued. He 
was a strong Abolitionist, and was so extreme as to have been 
one of those who volunteered to attempt to rescue John Brown 
from his Virginia captors. On April 23, 1865, when the coun- 
try was speechless with grief over the tragic ending of the 
Hf e of the great President, Mr. Ellis preached a sermon in 
Phoenix Hall an which he took occasion to criticise Mr. Lincoln 
in severe terms. 

''It is easy to imagine the effect upon the Bloomington 
audience of such an address, and especially at such a time. In 
the hall were many of Mr. Lincoln's personal friends, men 
who were bound to him not alone by political ties, but also 
by the bonds of warm affection. Here and there were soldiers 
recently from the front, whose veneration for the murdered 
chief magistrate was greater than for any other character in 
American annals. Here was Mr. Jesse Fell, the man to whom 
in 1860 Mr. Lincoln had addressed his autobiography, and one 
can possibly imagine how his heart must have been wrung by 
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so ruthless and so utterly foolish a violation of the canons 
of the most ordinary common sense. The speaker was hissed 
and hooted, and escaped by the back stairs to a drug store near 
by, from which he was rescued by Mrs. William Lewis, a 
resident of Bloomington, and taken to her home. On the suc- 
ceeding Monday the address was published in full and may 
be found, as may Mr. Ames' funeral sermon, in the files of 
The Pantagraph. As opportunity was thus offered to read 
exactly what Mr. Ellis has said. 

*^But nothing could induce Mr. Fell to do violence to his 
principle of free speech and a free pulpit. At the next meet- 
ing of the society he offered a series of resolutions denounc- 
ing the interferences with the speaker's explicit right to be 
heard, however unpalatable his utterances might be. This 
single illustration of his fidelity, under the most trying cir- 
cumstances, to a principle which he regarded as a fundamental 
necessity in a free country, lifted him in my esteem to the 
serene heights of supreme manhood. 

*'No time remains to give other illustrations of those quali- 
ties which mark him off so distinctly and so superbly. Yonder 
on the hill is the home of those wards of the State who, or- 
phaned by their fathers' devotion to the country, were de- 
prived of that parental care which is the due of every child 
of our common humanity. It is there because of his philan- 
thropy and patriotic zeal. Here rises the noble buildings of 
an institution to which thousands of grateful hearts turn with 
the most tender emotions. He wrought the deed, far more 
than any one else, that brought it here. We walk between 
these double rows of trees that he planted. One day he told 
me why he was impelled to adopt this particular plan. It was 
because he had happened to be in old Grermantown, Pennsyl- 
vania, in the heat of a summer day. As he walked beneath 
the over-arching branches that met above his head, he deter- 
mined to go to his new home and imitate the thoughtfulness 
of an unknown benefactor. 

'^That I knew him, and had at least some modest share in 
his regard, has been one of the greatest gratifications of my 
life. Among my treasures is a memento which he ordered sent 
to me as he lay upon his couch of pain from which he realized 
he should never arise. Thank God for all of His heroes. They 
lift the world to the arching sky and leave an open door be- 
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tween the earth and the heavens. He was one of that great 
company and lived his life of simple devotion here in our own 
little community. Great souls need no hilltops for their homes 
in order that they may be singled out as the benefactors of 
mankind. 

''His memory is a precious treasure, and as the new genera- 
tions come and go this memorial structure will retell the in- 
estimable worth of this simple, unostentatious man.'' 

Captain J. H. Burnham spoke briefly, because of the late- 
ness of the hour. He touched upon incidents of Mr. Fell's 
life which the other speakers had passed. 

Captain Burnham 's subject was, ''A Philanthropist of 
Mighty Vision." ''Jesse W. Fell was a lover of mankind and 
a man of mighty vision. He loved his family and was never 
happier than when in their midst, planning and working for 
their future welfare. He wisely planned for the benefit of his 
adcxpted town, for the County of McLean, for the State of 
Dlinois, for the nation, for the freedom of the slaves, and 
always labored for the good of all mankind. 

"As early as 1834, when for two years he had lived in 
Bloomington as its first lawyer, he spent nearly a whole ses- 
sion of the Illinois Legislature at Vandalia, and, almost un- 
aided, prevented the western tier of townships from being 
sliced off from McLean County in the interest of a new 
county seat. His clear vision told him that only thus could 
the new town of Bloomington retain its prestige and the new 
County of McLean preserve its grand outline, and the service 
he then performed has never yet been sufficiently appreciated. 

"In 1845, when the State of Illinois was in imminent danger 
of repudiating its enormous bonded indebtedness, and was 
about to be driven into hopeless bankruptcy by incompetent 
leaders, Mr. Fell published an open letter to the Senate and 
House of Representatives, boldly advocating the imposition 
of taxes, and he eloquently urged the policy of re-establishing 
the State's financial credit upon a sound and reliable basis. 
The plan which he recommended was followed in the main. 
His vision told him that this State's magnificent agricultural 
domain could only thus be put in the way of its subsequent 
wonderful development. 

"In the various periods of railroad building in 1838 to 1881, 
he was always a vigorous leader. He was either a projector 
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or a railroad official in every scheme for a north and south 
or east and west railroad in this vicinity. He secured a large 
portion of the right of way for the Chicago & Alton railroad 
from Bloomington to Joliet, and was the chief agent in the 
donation of the machine shop site in 1853, and thus secured 
for Bloomington the immense advantages which have fol- 
lowed, and which will no doubt permanently continue. 

** While we are considering some of these, almost marvelous 
achievements of this great man, we may reflect that no doubt 
his active and vigorous mind contemplated a project which 
was never carried out to a successful issue. His vision was so 
broad and his mind dwelt so intensely on benefiting his fellow 
men that we can well conceive that he must often have felt the 
want of practical co-operation in some of his most heartfelt 
projects. 

^*Mr. Fell once told me that at a very early day, when 
wearily riding on horseback along the line of the present Illi- 
nois Central railroad in company with General Gridley, they 
discussed the possible luxurious improvements likely to be 
enjoyed by future travelers along the iron rails which they 
hoped would follow their route. How pleasant must have been 
his reflection in after life when all, and more than all, that his 
prophetic vision had predicted actually came to pass in the 
lifetime of this earnest and brilliant railroad advocate. 

' ' The present generation needs to be told, on this and other 
appropriate occasions, of Mr. Fell's almost superhuman exer- 
tions in behalf of all suggestions and plans for the advance- 
ment of the religious, educational, moral, agricultural and 
community development of his neighborhood, the county, the 
state, the nation and the whole world in which he lived, but 
this paper can touch only a few of his characteristic efforts 
in the cfirections indicated. 

^'The man who planned our Normal campus, who planted 
with his own hands many of its grandly spreading trees upon 
a broad and almost desolate prairie, and who planted thou- 
sands of others in the streets of Normal — twelve thousand of 
them before Normal was anything but North Bloomington— 
no doubt had a vision of what their noble grandeur would be 
in fifty or sixty years, and perhaps believed that some of them 
would survive for centuries, and in their final enormous 
growth in this rich soil would carry forward to future observ- 
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ers some remembrance of their origin. But the same man, in 
giving names of trees to no less than thirteen of the streets 
of Normal, perhaps never realized in his own modest mind 
that he was thus preserving for all time a most beautiful and 
touching reminder of his affectionate love for the town he had 
founded. Normal is truly indebted to the charming visions 
which must have occupied the founder's thoughts during this 
labor of love for coming generations. 

*^In the early part of 1867, when the grand effort was being 
made in this county to secure the location of the Industrial 
University, which is now the Illinois State University at 
Champaign, Mr. Fell's efforts were little short of miraculous. 
Very few of us realized the actual possibilities of the univer- 
sity idea, but from the success which had then already been 
exhibited at the Michigan State University at Ann Arbor, it 
is evident that Mr. Fell had in mind almost a complete vision 
of what is now to be seen at Urbana and Champaign. Had 
that institution been located here and had it been properly 
fostered, what a boom Normal real estate would have secured ! 
That it would have been fostered here was proved by the fact 
that notwithstanding Mr. Fell's bitter disappointment which 
it took years to heal, he nobly seconded the effort made in 
1870 to induce the State constitutional convention, then in ses- 
sion, to provide in the new instrument, for very liberal perma- 
nent assistance to be given to the great institution. Mr. Fell 
grandly and magnanimously took the lead in this effort. 

**We ought to give a brief notice of Mr. Fell's efforts to 
have this State adopt the Maine liquor law at the June elec- 
tion in 1855, and we must not forget the remarkable steps he 
took in 1867, to perpetually prevent the sale of liquor in this 
town of Normal. 

''/We shall also find that there has been running through 
all of Mr. Fell 's life efforts a never-ending thread of elevated 
thought and action in behalf of great public questions. He 
never forgot the poor and needy, and by his wise advice and 
counsel he placed many a poor man in the way of future com- 
fort and competence. Some of these were ex-slaves, for whom 
he had a peculiar sympathy. From the very first he was 
active in Ms opposition to slavery, and gave most effective 
aid to the great cause of freedom through his wonderful as- 
sistance in bringing Abraham Lincoln's abilities to the notice 
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of the people, both before and after 1858. He was enthusiastic 
in advocating Lincoln's nomination and election to the presi- 
dency. It is the candid opinion of good judges that no single 
individual in the United States performed more important 
services, everything considered, in bringing about the election 
of him who has proved to be the nation's idol. 

* ' The statements embodied in imperishable bronze upon the 
tablet dedicated here today are most admirably calculated to 
impress and inform future generations as to the most imj)ort- 
ant characteristics of this great man— this noble-hearted phil- 
anthropist — although it will be almost impossible for those 
who never had the good fortune of his personal acquaintance 
to realize the grandeur and great modesty of his character. 
It appears proper to add that such was the simplicity of the 
man that we may well believe he never anticipated he would 
be deemed worthy of such public remembrance as has been 
manifested today, or had any idea of its possible occurrence." 

Mrs. D. C. Smith, as president of the Woman's Improve- 
ment League, presented the gateway to Prof. 0. L. Manches- 
ter, as mayor of the town of Normal. She said : 

*^As president of the Woman's Improvement League of 
Normal, the pleasing task is mine to present to the town of 
Normal, through you, its mayor, the stone gateway just 
erected, at the east entrance to this campus in memory of 
Jesse W. Fell. 

*'It is a tribute of love from his many friends, far and near, 
who admired him while he was with them and who now honor 
his memory. 

^^The bronze medallion portrait upon one of the main posts 
is a gift from the grandchildren, and is dedicated by them 
with affection to the grandfather whom they knew and loved. 

' ' The League is exceedingly pleased to know that the town 
has authorized you to present this gateway for perpetual 
preservation to the Illinois State Normal University, thus 
linking together the university and the town in further mem- 
ory of him who was the friend and lover of both. 

' ' The members of the League feel a sense of pride, pardon- 
able, I trust, in the fact that they have been permitted to bear 
some humble part in the erection of this memorial gateway 
and they cherish the hope that in the years to come, many who 
look upon it and pause to study the portrait and read the 
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inscription it bears, may be inspired with Jesse W. FelPs 
rare public spirit and be moved to walk in his ways." 

The closing addresses were given briefly by Pro^f. 0. L. 
Manchester, for the town of Normal, and by Mr. Charles L. 
Capen, who accepted the gateway on behalf of the school and 
spoke feelingly of the occasion. 

Mr. Capen had known Jesse Fell. He spoke of him in words 
of reverence; retraced, in some brief measure, the words of 
other speakers and added his own thoughts as a final word to 
what had already been said. Mr. Capen has the interests of 
the Normal University much at heart, and in his appreciation 
of the memorial gateway there was the feeling that its value 
was great as an inspiration to the younger generations who 
would pass through it, look at the bas relief, and read the 
words that touch the deepest chord in the life of the honored 
man. 

The handsome decorations were presented by A. M. Augus- 
tine, and he was assisted in placing them by John E. Dodge, 
Dudley Lufkin and Thomas Billings. 

The American flag used on the platform was the property 
of the Sons of Veterans' Camp of Normal. The new Ulinoisf 
flag was also used. It was presented to Hon. Lewis G. Ste- 
venson by Mrs. George A. Lawrence of Galesburg, and by him 
loaned for the occasion. 

The gateway was designed by 0. C. Simonds of Chicago, 
and the artist has been very successful in creating a design 
that while simple is most impressive. 

The bas relief of Jesse W. Fell occupies the front side of the 
column at the right of the gateway. This sculptured brass 
was made by Theodore Spicer Simson of New York. He also 
produced the tablet which will occupy a corresponding posi- 
tion on the column on the left side of the gateway. On this 
tablet are inscribed the words : 
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To the Founder of Normal, 

Jesse W. Fell, 

Friend of Education, 

Lover and Planter of Trees, 

Philanthropist of Mighty Vision, 

This Gate is Dedicated by 

The Woman's Improvement League 

and His Many Friends. 

The lanterns which surmount the center pillars are striking 
parts of the whole. They are massive bronze lanterns of un- 
usual design and were made by the Victor S. Pearlman Com- 
pany of (Chicago, and they harmonize with the entire design 
for the gateway. 



